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NORTH BAY WATER DISTRICT
22950 Broadway, Sonoma, CA.  95476
Board of Directors

Mike Mulas, Chair (Sonoma Valley): Craig Jacobsen, Vice Chair (Sonoma Valley); Matthew Stornetta, Treasurer (Sonoma Valley); Carolyn Wasem, Secretary (Petaluma Valley); Mike Sangiacomo (Sonoma Valley)

SGMA Compliance Advisor:  Mike Martini
Compliance/Website Advisor: GinaLisa Tamayo 
SVGSA Advisor: Jim Bundschu, PVGSA Advisor: Eugene Camozzi


MEETING MINUTES
Date: January 13, 2026
TIME: 4:00pm

Location:  22950 Broadway, Schell-Vista Station #1 Sonoma CA 95476 
and 2531 Grace Drive, Santa Rosa, Ca 95404
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
The meeting was called to order at 4:10 pm.  Chair Mike Mulas, Craig Jacobsen, and Carolyn Wasem (via Zoom) were present.    
     2.   CLOSED SESSION
No closed session 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
(At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  For items appearing on the agenda, the public will be invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for consideration by the Board of Directors.)  No members of the public were present.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
Chair Mulas requested approval of the November 2025 meeting minutes.
Motion: Director Jacobsen
Second: Director Wasem
The November 2025 Meeting Minutes were unanimously approved.

5. FINANCIAL REPORT
Chair Mulas reported that the NBWD account balance is $17,755.58
Chair Mulas requested approval of the November 2025 Financial Report.
Motion: Director Wasem
Second: Director Jacobsen
The November 2025 Financial Report was unanimously approved.

6. Replacement for Advisor Bundschu
Director Idell shared that he had someone in mind for the appointment and had discussed that individual’s name with Director Sangiacomo.   Director Sangiacomo indicated that he was planning on scheduling a time to meet with the interested party.   Both Counselor Idell and Director Sangiacomo will try to touch base with the individual next month.

7. Election of Officers
Chair Mulas asked for nominations for officers.   
Director Jacobsen made a motion – with the consensus of the North Bay Water District existing officers – to keep the officers as currently exist. Director Wasem seconded the motion.  No board members declined the nomination during the process. 
The Board unanimously approved keeping the officers at their current status.

8. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION
Item 1.  Update from District Lawyer, Richard Idell
Counsellor Idell reported that there were no new updates to share.

Item 2: Report of Director Mike Sangiacomo on Sonoma Valley GSA 
Director Sangiacomo was not present. 

Item 3:  Report of Director Carolyn Wasem on Petaluma Valley GSA 
The next Board meeting of the Petaluma Valley GSA will be on January 23, 2025.  It is expected that at that meeting, in addition to regular reports, there will be an update on Water Districts throughout the State that are facing challenges with the implementation of Groundwater Management Plans.

Item 4. Report of Advisor Jim Bundschu
Not Present – Vacant.

Item 5. Report of Advisor Eugene Camozzi
Not Present. 

Item 6. Report of Mike Martini, Technical Advisor
Advisor Martini reported:
· Alexander Valley Water District is moving forward. The proponents forming the proposed District have not yet seen the report from the Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO).  There is a tentative date on the LAFCO calendar, March 4th, for consideration of the application. Supervisors Rebecca Hermosillo and James Gore are representatives for the County.  Supervisor David Rabbitt is the alternate.    

· Cannabis update – a second reading of the Ordinance, which included cannabis grows for inclusion in the right to farm.   Members of the viticulture community will meet with Permit Sonoma Director Scott Orr and the Sonoma County Agriculture Commissioner Andrew Smith to discuss the marketing impacts associated with the proximity of cannabis grows to tasting rooms.   

· AB 720 allows tasting and sales in vineyards.  SAVE is working with the County on their program that implements this legislation.  Richard Idell has been very helpful on this effort.
Counselor Idell provided insight on AB 720.   AB 720 says that if you have a winegrower’s license, you can extend your visitation to the vineyards – up to 36 events a year.   It allows a small producer – even without a winery – to host people in their vineyards.    In Napa, the county charges $343, a producer can host 36 events annually.  A fee of $100 to the ABC is required for each event.  License fees are $200.  Oversight is provided by the Fire Marshal.  The Fire Marshal oversight is to ensure safety requirements are met, including access.  

Chair Mulas shared that Permit Sonoma requires local Fire Chief(s) to approve the plans for such events.   

Scott Orr shared that Sonoma County would administer it through the special events ordinance.  However, that costs $1,100.   

The question that needs to be answered is who (what department(s) should administer the program.
   
Chair Mulas suggested that the implementation of the program be turned over to the local fire agencies, and they can charge a fee for that purpose.   There should be a consistent fee throughout Sonoma County.   For Air BnBs there is an annual $343 rate paid to the fire districts for inspections. Perhaps that program could be emulated?

Director Jacobsen asked if an outdoor structure – such as a tent would be required to host the event. 

Counselor Idell shared that the event could be held in a tent, or an outdoor structure, however, that would not be necessary. 

Director Wasem asked for an update on the Sonoma County Vintners.   

Counselor Idell indicated that the organization is working on what their future will be. There are many conversations with the AVAs.  The Vintners have just gone through their annual membership, as expected, the organizations provided some discounts on membership. There are many members interested in keeping the Vintners’ together. However, the organization has had a lot of large members drop out.   

Director Wasem asked if the WID was no longer a topic of conversation or an alternative to the Sonoma County Vintners? 

Counselor Idell and Advisor Martini suggested that for now the WID is not considered an alternative.


Item 7. Report of GinaLisa Tamayo, Technical Advisor
Advisor Tamayo reported that in the latest conversations with the Farm Bureau, there is ongoing interest in the CTS Safe Harbor.  The North Bay Water District (NBWD) will likely receive more funds to hold the permit.


7. ADJOURNMENT
With no further business:
· Director Wasem made a motion to adjourn.
· Director Jacobsen seconded the motion.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 pm

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, February 10, 2026
Board meeting documents are available for review prior to the meeting at Schell-Vista Station, 22950 Broadway, Sonoma, CA. Please contact Carolyn Wasem to arrange an appointment.
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